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“New PRESIDENT AND CEO of the RestAURANT Association of 

maryland is Ready to Serve” 

Hartgen Joins the Mayor’s Tourism Governing Board

(Columbia, MD) Paul Hartgen has wasted no time in his first few weeks as the President and CEO of the Restaurant Association of Maryland.  As a newly inducted board member on the joint Board of Directors of the Baltimore Area Convention and Visitors Association (BACVA) and the Baltimore Convention Center (BCC), Hartgen joins a list of accomplished business partners and looks to make an immediate impact.

Hartgen, President and CEO of the Restaurant Association of Maryland (RAM), is the new leader of the 2300 plus member strong statewide trade association operated for the purpose of promoting, protecting and improving the foodservice industry in the state of Maryland. “The hospitality industry plays a significant influence in our economy, strengthening the backbone of tourism in the Baltimore area” commented Hartgen. “It’s amazing what the restaurant industry can do. I am very eager to be apart of such an influential “meeting of the minds” to see how our industry can help make Baltimore an even greater attraction than it already is!” Hartgen continued. 

Mayor Dixon last week created a joint Board of Directors with the objective of providing oversight to both BACVA and the BCC. The new Board structure takes traditional destination marketing/convention center operating models to a new level. This major stride taken by the mayor is to enhance Baltimore’s convention and tourism industry.  

Both BACVA and the BCC are two high profile organizations generating significant economic benefits to the Greater Baltimore region through the power of collaboration and partnership. Baltimore is taking a leading role in the convention industry with the expansion of many of the city’s major attractions, substantial renovations at many hotels and will soon see the opening of the publicly funded convention center hotel.  “These significant changes reflect upon the critical importance both BACVA and the BCC will play in Baltimore’s future endeavors” said Hartgen. “We have a strong leadership already in place at BACVA and the BCC. This combined Board will make the team even stronger and the destination even more successful” added Mayor Dixon. 

### 

For a picture and list of the new governing board members click HERE
