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2008 Mid-Atlantic Food, Beverage and Lodging EXPO
NRA President and CEO, Dawn Sweeney, to Speak at Annual Industry Leadership Breakfast
The Mid-Atlantic Food, Beverage and Lodging EXPO is giving regional restaurant and foodservice entrepreneurs the opportunity to meet “the voice” of the hospitality industry, National Restaurant Association (NRA) President and Chief Executive Officer, Dawn Sweeney. 
In October 2007, Dawn Sweeney took the helm of leadership at the NRA. The organization represents one of the largest and most dynamic industries in the country, employing more than 12.8 million people at nearly 1 million restaurant and foodservice locations, and generating annual sales of more than $537 billion. The president and CEO also oversees the National Restaurant Association Restaurant, Hotel-Motel Show – the largest single gathering of restaurant, foodservice and lodging professionals in the Western Hemisphere as well as the National Restaurant Association Educational Foundation (NRAEF). Among her 25 years of experience, Sweeney’s previous leadership includes positions at the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association, the International Dairy Foods Association and AARP Services Inc. 
“Ms. Sweeney is a commendable and accomplished executive. The 2008 EXPO committee is thrilled to present restaurateurs with the opportunity to speak with one of the industry’s most influential ambassadors” commented Marshall Weston, interim President of the Restaurant Association of Maryland. “The show has been successful in providing restaurateurs with both the knowledge and means to flourish within the industry. Bringing Ms. Sweeney’s amplitude of experience and leadership to the EXPO is the finishing touch!” Weston continued. Sweeney will address industry professionals at the EXPO’s Annual Industry Leadership Breakfast, an invitation only event, on Thursday, September 18th at Phillips Seafood Restaurant in the Baltimore City Inner Harbor. Sweeney will also be available for a Q & A session open to EXPO attendees and the press Thursday afternoon in the show’s Press lounge at the Baltimore Convention Center. 
The Mid-Atlantic Food, Beverage and Lodging EXPO, a 2-day show on September 17th and 18th at the Baltimore Convention Center, is produced in coordination with the Restaurant Association of Maryland (RAM), a local affiliate organization of the NRA. Often referred to as the “one stop shop”, the Mid-Atlantic Food, Beverage and Lodging EXPO provides industry professionals access to over 300 exhibiting companies representing the finest in new restaurant products and industry advances of the Mid-Atlantic region. 
For more information about the 2008 Mid-Atlantic Food, Beverage and Lodging EXPO or to attend the show and any of the free seminars offered please visit www.midatlanticexpo.com.  Questions? Please call 800-874-1313. 

###
The Mid Atlantic Food, Beverage & Lodging EXPO is an annual restaurant and hospitality tradeshow that features local, national and international manufacturers, distributors and brokers with samples and demonstrations of food, beverages and services for sale to the region's hospitality industry. Featuring free parking, special events, speakers and free admission for foodservice professionals! Must be 21 to attend.
For more information visit www.midatlanticexpo.com
