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NRAEF and MFHA Award $12,500 in Scholarships to Diverse High School and College Students

Chicago, IL- The National Restaurant Association Educational Foundation (NRAEF) and the Multicultural Foodservice & Hospitality Alliance (MFHA) have awarded $2,500 scholarships to each of five outstanding high school and undergraduate students looking to pursue a career in the restaurant and foodservice industry.  The recipients were recognized and presented with their scholarships during MFHA’s Multicultural Talent Summit in Chicago on August 11, 2008. The scholarships are designed to help students further their education in the industry and support restaurant and foodservice industry diversity efforts.  One of the five scholarships was sponsored by the Joni and Wallace Doolin scholarship endowment, established through the NRAEF. To download photos from the event, visit http://www.nraef.org/headline/nraef_mfha.asp. 

The following students were awarded $2,500 NRAEF/MFHA diversity scholarships:
* Mollie Irvin, Pennsylvania State University, State College, PA 
* Felipe Martinez, Pueblo Community College, Pueblo, CO 
* Derek Walker, University of Alabama, Hinesville, GA 
* Edson Miranda, Sherwood High School, Olney, MD 
* Zina Santos, Orlando Culinary Academy, Kissimmee, FL

“The NRAEF is proud to partner with MFHA in awarding these scholarships to these five exceptional individuals,” stated Linda Bacin, chairman of the Board of Trustees, NRAEF. “The NRAEF is dedicated to building a talented and diverse workforce for the restaurant and foodservice industry, and together with MFHA, we are able to assist these future leaders, who come from a variety of backgrounds and cultures, achieve their dreams of a life-long career in our great industry.”

“MFHA and the NRAEF share a common goal.  We want to recognize and reward talented young people from diverse and multicultural backgrounds who are pursuing careers in our industry,” said Gerry Fernandez, president and founder, MFHA. “It’s thrilling to see our future leaders being congratulated and encouraged by industry icons such as those from the NRA and NRAEF.”   
  
Since 2004, the NRAEF and MFHA have partnered to offer scholarships to talented high school and undergraduate students coming from diverse backgrounds.  To be eligible for this outstanding award, students must plan to pursue a career in the restaurant and foodservice industry, while excelling academically.  As part of the award, the scholarship recipients attend MFHA’s Annual Multicultural Talent Summit.

The NRAEF, through its Scholarships Program, helps support the education of students interested in pursuing a career in the restaurant and foodservice industry.  Three years after receiving their scholarships, more than 80 percent of NRAEF scholarship recipients are still studying and/or working in the foodservice industry. To learn more about the NRAEF Scholarships program, visit www.nraef.org/scholarships  or call 800.765.2122 ext. 738.  For additional information on industry diversity and inclusion efforts and resources, visit the National Restaurant Association's Web site, www.restaurant.org/diversity.

# # #

About the National Restaurant Association Educational Foundation 
The National Restaurant Association Educational Foundation (NRAEF) is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to fulfilling the educational mission of the National Restaurant Association. As the nation's second largest private sector employer, the restaurant and foodservice industry is the cornerstone of the American economy, of career-and-employment opportunities, and of local communities. Revenues from all NRAEF products and services benefit the industry by supporting the NRAEF's educational initiatives.   For more information on the NRAEF, visit www.nraef.org.
Multicultural Foodservice and Hospitality Alliance was founded in 1996 to act as a catalyst for change in the area of workforce diversity. Its mission is to stimulate and sustain the growth of multiculturalism and its economic benefits for the foodservice and hospitality industry by being the leading resource for information and tools to develop diversity programs. It provides diversity research, language learning tools, and other resources to assist in diversity development. For more information, visit www.mfha.net.
