FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                                Contact:     Lynn Martins
Monday, April 21, 2008                                                                           (301) 384-5661
Restaurant Association of Maryland Names President 

Paul Hartgen, President of the Nevada Restaurant Association, to Assume Post
(Columbia, MD) The Board of Directors of the Restaurant Association of Maryland (RAM) today announced the selection of Paul P. Hartgen of Las Vegas, Nevada, as its President and Chief Executive Officer. “After conducting a thorough national search for our next leader, we are pleased to have found Paul Hartgen whom we are convinced is most capable of leading the organization at this key stage,” said Lynn Martins, Chairman of the Board of Directors and owner of Seibels Restaurant of Burtonsville, Maryland. “His hands-on, managerial experience will make all the difference as we continue efforts in making RAM the most effective and influential hospitality organization in Maryland and the region.”
Hartgen has more than 25 years of experience in the hospitality and restaurant industry, and is currently President and Chief Executive Officer of the Nevada Restaurant Association. His employment history has also included service as President and Chief Executive Officer of the New Hampshire Lodging & Restaurant Association, and successive managerial positions with the Ashworth by the Sea Hotel in Hampton, New Hampshire. Hartgen is also President of the International Society of Restaurant Association Executives and an industry representative to the Board of Directors of the National Restaurant Association. “As someone who has worked collaboratively with RAM’s membership and staff from the outside, I am very much aware of this association’s strong reputation within the restaurant industry as being on the cutting edge of new and creative approaches for our industry,” said Paul Hartgen. “As President and Chief Executive Officer of RAM I am committed to continuing this tradition on behalf of the restaurant industry of Maryland.”
Since December 2007 RAM has been managed on an interim basis by Marshall Weston, Jr., Executive Vice President of the Maryland Hospitality Education Foundation, a nonprofit organization that works collaboratively with the Association. “I join the RAM staff in welcoming Mr. Hartgen and we look forward to working together as we aggressively pursue the interests of our members,” said Weston. 
###

The Restaurant Association of Maryland is a 3,000 plus member strong statewide trade association operated for the purpose of promoting, protecting and improving the 

foodservice industry in the state of Maryland.  www.marylandrestaurants.com
