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RESTAURANT ASSOCIATION OF MARYLAND GIVES BACK FOR THE HOLIDAYS
On Wednesday, December 17th, RAM closed the office doors a little early to spend the day giving back to the community and industry we serve every day by volunteering at the Maryland Food Bank in Halethorpe, MD. 

The Maryland Food Bank gathers excess donated grocery products from the food industry and the general public and distributes these products to community food providers. In its first year, the Maryland Food Bank started out providing 400,000 pounds of food to 38 community food providers mostly in Baltimore City and has grown to serve 12 million pounds of food to over 1,000 food providers statewide. 

RAM was grateful to be a part of the driving force of volunteers that sort millions of pounds of donated salvage and food each year. “It felt great to know that a few hours of time could help feed thousands of people in soup kitchens, food pantries, emergency shelters, senior centers and more!” said Lauren Shipley, Director of Marketing and Special Events at RAM. RAM coordinates many events throughout the year, many of which feature signature dishes from restaurants throughout the state. At the end of each event all left over food items are donated to the Maryland Food Bank. Marshall Weston, Interim President of RAM commented, “Being familiar with the front-of-the-house operations of donating the food it was interesting to see the other side of this multi-faceted organization where the actual sorting and preparation process takes place. Spending time during the holiday season volunteering is an activity we hope to make a tradition here at RAM.” 

“Visiting the Maryland Food Bank has inspired me to set a few cans of food aside to donate each month. It’s great to know that a little effort can make a large difference in helping the community” said RAM staff member, Laura Young. “Seeing my fellow co-workers band together to feed Maryland’s hungry and work as one to make an impact outside of our office walls was a gratifying experience” Young continued. To find out more information about the Maryland Food Bank’s ongoing volunteer opportunities and special projects offering a rewarding experience contact Barbara Craig at 410-737-8282 ext. 232. 

###
The Restaurant Association of Maryland (RAM) currently has 3,000-members statewide.  The mission of RAM is to promote, protect and improve the foodservice industry.  RAM members consist of foodservice industry, hotel/motel and lodging industry and allied businesses that provide products to the hospitality industry.
