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SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED TO HOSPITALITY INUSTRY’S UP AND COMING 

The Maryland Hospitality Education Foundation Awards over $50,000 in scholarships
(Columbia, MD) - The Maryland Hospitality Education Foundation (MHEF) announced the awarding of over $50,000 in scholarship money to Maryland students over the past year thanks to the foundation and its affiliate organizations.  Scholarships were awarded to high school graduates and current post secondary students who are pursuing culinary arts and/or hospitality management degrees.  This amount represents a 56% increase in scholarship money MHEF and its partners awarded last year.

MHEF works closely with over 75 high schools across Maryland that teach the ProStart® program.  ProStart® is a high school culinary and hospitality management curriculum that requires 400 hours of paid industry work experience.  Students who complete the program’s requirements receive a ProStart National Certificate of Achievement. “The ProStart® Program offers countless opportunities for qualified students to obtain positions in the workforce that are above entry level. They are automatically put on the fast track to quality management careers” commented LaDeana Litchfield, Director of Workforce Development at MHEF. “ProStart® also prepares students for post secondary education at culinary schools and hospitality management programs”, Litchfield continued.  MHEF is active with numerous post secondary schools such as Anne Arundel Community College, Baltimore International College, Culinary Institute of America, Johnson and Wales University and University of Maryland Eastern Shore.

 “Our foundation strives to better the future of the hospitality industry and promote the stable career opportunities it has to offer. The growth of our scholarship program over the past 5 years demonstrates the commitment our industry has to its future.  Every year we secure more partners, and every year we’re able to help more students pursue the hospitality industry as a career” commented Marshall Weston, Vice President of MHEF.  MHEF partnered with various groups including Whole Foods Market, Coastal Sunbelt Produce, McCormick & Company and the National Restaurant Association Educational Foundation to offer scholarships to these students.

A list of scholarship awardees and information on Maryland ProStart students can be found at www.mhef.org.

Parents and students interested in MHEF’s scholarship opportunities for 2009 should contact LaDeana Litchfield at 1-800-874-1313 or email Ladeana@mhef.org.

###

The Maryland Hospitality Education Foundation (MHEF) is a nonprofit organization that works with the Restaurant Association of Maryland to educate the hospitality workforce of Maryland.  MHEF offers certifications in food safety and responsible alcohol service along with server and hospitality management training.  MHEF also supports the 75 schools in Maryland using the ProStart program, a culinary and hospitality management curriculum for high school students that is endorsed by the Maryland State Department of Education. More information on MHEF can be found at www.mhef.org.
